
 

 St. John Paul II Parish, Sellersburg IN  
The First Fifteen  

 
The Spiritual Life and Evangelization Commission has asked that all parish meetings 
begin with a program we are calling “The First Fifteen.” We are asking all parish 
meetings to begin with a few minutes of faith sharing. One person in the group reads 
the reading provided below (which corresponds with this next week’s weekend 
readings) and everyone is given an opportunity to reflect and share on the readings. 
The questions below are simply a way to stimulate your reflection. You can use them 
or anything that strikes you about the word of God.  
 
Sunday, July 30, 2017  
Gospel Reading: Matthew 3: 5,7-12  
 Jesus said to his disciples: “The kingdom of God is like a treasure buried in a field, which a 
person finds and hides again, and out of joy goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant searching for fine pearls.  When he finds a 
pearl of great price, he goes and sells all that he has and buys it.   
Again, the kingdom  of heaven is like a net thrown into the sea, which collects fish of every kind.  
When it is full they haul it ashore and sit down to put what is good into buckets.  What is bad 
they throw away. 
Thus it will be at the end of the age.  The angels will go out and separate the wicked from the 
righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be wailing and grinding of teeth. 
“Do you understand all these things?”  they answered, “Yes.” 
And he replied, “Then every scribe who has been instructed in the kingdom of heaven is like the 
head of a household who brings from his storeroom both the new and the old.” 
 
 
Questions to Ponder: 
 

1. Have you ever had some unexpected windfall?  What did you do with this 
unexpected money?  

2. What is your vision of the kingdom of God? 
3. Think about how you spend your time, talent and treasure and ask yourself: 

“What would I sacrifice for the kingdom of heaven?” 

 

End with the “Glory Be” “Glory be to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, as 
it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen” 


